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THE CHILDREN’S COURT OF NEW SOUTH WALES
Children’s Law News


IN THE CHILDREN’S COURT

OF NEW SOUTH WALES

AT ST. JAMES 

CRAWFORD CM

1 February  2002

IN THE MATTER OF MB and BB

Facts:
The Department of Community Services brought an application for care orders in relation to MB, a girl aged 4 years and BB, her brother aged 2 years.

In earlier proceedings before the  Family Court the children were placed in the care of their mother. There were allegations that the father had sexually abused MB. The Family Court found there to be an unacceptable risk to the child and access to the father was to be supervised.

Further allegations were made against the father and the matter was investigated by the Department of Community Services.

Dr A, a psychiatrist who had initially reported to the Family Court conducted a review assessment and reported that it is likely that the mother is suffering from a delusional disorder. 

Dr A was concerned with MB’s presentation which she described as “confused and detached and dissociated.” 

The care proceedings became part heard and the children were placed under interim orders in the care of the paternal grandparents. Each parent had contact.

All parties agreed that counselling of MB was necessary for therapeutic purposes, and that there was some urgency in this need. Funding had not yet been approved for this by the Department of Community Services.

After hearing submissions on all issues, including interim orders, the court made the orders set out below.

Orders:

1. That pursuant to section 74 the Court directs that a person be nominated by the Director-General in consultation with the child’s separate representative to provide to the child MB therapeutic counselling services, for such period with such frequency as the counsellor considers appropriate for MB’s needs.

2. The Court directs the Director-General to meet the reasonable costs of the provision of such services together with (if necessary) the costs of transporting the child to and from such therapy.

3. That the children be placed under the parental responsibility of the Minister pursuant to s81(1). I determine that the sole aspects of parental responsibility to be exercised jointly between the paternal grandparents are residence,  day to day care,  routine medical and dental care and education. The remaining aspects of parental responsibility are to be exercised solely by the Minister. I specifically note the terms of s81(2) regarding consultation with he parents.

4. As parental responsibility is not being exercised fully by the Minister I propose making an order under s76 placing each child under the supervision of on officer. 

(The Court then made orders regarding contact)
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