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THE CHILDREN’S COURT OF NEW SOUTH WALES
Children’s Law News


IN THE CHILDREN’S COURT 

AT COFFS HARBOUR

CRAWFORD CM

31 May 2002

IN THE MATTER OF ALICE (born August 2001)

In this matter Mr Crawford made the following directions pursuant to section 15 of the Children’s Court Act 1987:

1. A joint conference of expert witnesses is to be convened in this matter.

2. The conference is to be held without the presence of the parties and their legal representatives.

3. The purpose of the conference is for the expert witnesses to confer in an attempt to reach a common position in the future handling in this case, and in particular, whether or not a trial placement of the mother and child at Charmian Clift Cottage should proceed. If so, how progress in that programme will be monitored and evaluated.

4. The conference may proceed by telephone link up for participants unable to attend in person.

5. The Children’s Legal representative is to ensure that all participants prior to the conference are provided with material that was in the File of Documents sent to the Children’s Court Clinic together with up-to-date reports.

6. The psychologist from the Department of Community Services is to provide the court a report on behalf of the conference representing the joint views of those participating in the conference and any other matters that the conference wishes reported back to the court.

7. The Children’s Court Registrar is to organise, with the concurrence of the participants, the date, time and place of the conference.

8. The expert witnesses to be invited to attend the conference are Dr A (who prepared the report on behalf of the Children’s Court Clinic); Dr B ( the mother’s treating psychiatrist,); Dr C (visiting medical officer and psychiatrist who also treated the mother) and Mr D, (psychologist from the Department of Community Services.)

9. A copy of the report in paragraph 6 is to be made available to the legal representatives of each of the parties. 
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