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THE CHILDREN’S COURT OF NEW SOUTH WALES
Children’s Law News


ASSESSMENT REPORTS FROM THE CHILDREN’S COURT CLINIC
The Children’s Court Clinic provides reports to the Children’s Court in relation to care proceedings.  The Clinic has adopted guidelines in consultation with the Children's Court Magistrates which relate to issues of access to information relating to Assessment Reports.

Staff should be aware of the guidelines and the restrictions upon the release of reports to parties without the Magistrates approval and the requirement that any requests for clarification of information in a report is to be provided through the Children’s Court Clinic.

A copy of the Children's Court Clinic guideline regarding agencies wishing to access information about the assessment report or the report itself is reproduced below.  Any further inquiries regarding the guideline may be referred to Francine Clough, Project Officer, Children's Court Clinic on telephone 02 922 88495.

Access to Information Relating to Assessment Reports 

This guideline has been prepared to assist in maintaining the independence of the Children’s Court Clinic and sets out the position of the Clinic on the issue of access to information relating to assessment reports prepared by the Children's Court Clinic.

1. Before the Assessment  Report is submitted to the Court
Children's Court Clinic assessment reports are prepared for the Children’s Court and may not be distributed or its contents made available to parties to proceedings or to any other person without the approval of the Magistrate presiding in the matter.

The Children’s Court Clinic and Authorised Clinicians cannot meet requests for: 

information relating to the content of an assessment report; or

a copy of the assessment report 

2. After the assessment report is submitted to Court - requests for additional information

The Children’s Court Clinic requests that additional information sought after the release of the report at Court be made directly to the Children's Court Clinic in writing. 

Authorised Clinicians must not be approached either verbally or in writing by parties wishing to obtain information in relation to the assessment report.

Any additional information sought should relate solely to the clarification of the content of the report and should be:

Sent to the Children’s Court Clinic either by post or facsimile;


Contain a clear list of questions that are relevant to the content/recommendations of the report (i.e. clarification questions);

Not contain additional questions that go beyond the scope of the Assessment Order; and

Where possible, contain questions that all parties have had input to.

 Please note: 

The Children's Court Clinic will not respond to verbal requests for information relating to assessments and reports. Questions must always be prepared and forwarded to the Clinic in writing.

Response from the Children's Court Clinic 
The Director, Children’s Court Clinic, will consider all requests for additional information that are received subsequent to the assessment report being submitted to Court.

A. Request approved by the Children's Court Clinic 

If the request is reasonable, the Children’s Court Clinic will forward the questions to the relevant Authorised Clinician and a written response will be provided to the Court which will include:

A copy of the original written request;

A written response from the Children’s Court Clinic with a Confidentiality Notice attached.

To maintain the independence of the Children's Court Clinic, the written response will always be provided to the Court rather than to the requesting party. The presiding Magistrate can then determine distribution of the written response from the Clinic.

B. Request declined by the Children's Court Clinic

If the request is declined by the Children’s Court Clinic:

A written response will be prepared within 10 working days; and

The written response will be sent to the requesting party and to the Court.

In situations where the Clinic has declined a request for additional information, the requesting party has a range of options available through the Courts.
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