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Trends in Self-Reported Violence Victimisation

Update to 2022/2023

This report estimates the proportion of the population who experience a violent crime each year based on self-
reports gathered through the Australian Bureau of Statistics’ annual Crime Victimisation Survey. As much violent
crime is not reported to police, Police recorded crime statistics are not necessarily a reliable way to measure
patterns in these offences. Victim surveys overcome this limitation by directly asking the public whether they have
experienced violence in the previous year. Police reporting rates are also measured.

This report shows ABS Crime Victimisation Survey data collected from 2008/09 to 2022/23.

W 1. Estimated NSW 12-month violent victimisation rate by gender

3.2% of persons in 2022-23 self reported 80 72 »—Females o= Males

violent crime victimisation in the past year:
6.0

3.4% 3.0%
of females of males X 4.0

Over the last 15 years self reported 2.0 . - 30
¢ violent victimisation fell
significantly* from 5.9% to 3.2%. 00
P OO N O 0N 0D D P

¥ & W O 0 W ¢ NS N Y
/@4.6%t03.4% (@\72% to 3.0% S S S

for females for males
Survey year

Violence includes physical assault, face-to-face threatened assault, non-face-to-face threatened assault, robbery and sexual assault.
Respondents are aged 15 years and over, or 18+ years for sexual assault. See Table 1 for prevalence rate data.

gVl 2.Estimated NSW 12-month victimisation rate for Domestic & Family Violence (DFV)
JHI related assault (3 years pooled data with 95% confidence intervals)

1.40
0.8% of persons in the 3 years from 1.20

July 2020-June 2023 self-reported a DFV 1.00 I I I I
assault in the past 12 months 0.80 I
0.60
040 (U2g 099 105 BB 053 092 F¥H 092 091 0.88 083
Self-reported DFV assault
T 0.20
- Victimisation was stable
0.00
SN RN ARSI A S G2

%

between July 2017-June 2020

- 6 o 2

and July 2020-June 2023. S R R I S RN T N e R L e
R N N R I R
Victimisation fell significantly PO O N O\ PN O\ DN AN MO SO AN AN
SRS AN AN 2N AN SN SN A N A SO
between July 2011 -June 2014 AN PN N AN N R M A G G
N N N N NS N N NS N N N NS NS

and July 2020 - June 2023, from PP Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

1.1% to 0.8%

Pooled survey results for 3 years

See Table 2 for prevalence rate data.
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*Significance is based on 95% confidence intervals of prevalence rate estimates and differences between these rates. When the 95% confidence interval of
the difference is less than 0.00 it is considered significantly lower than the comparison rate.
Domestic and family relationships include current and previous partners (married/de facto), boy/girlfriend (including ex), date and family (including in-laws).
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3. Estimated 12-month victimisation rate for Domestic & Family Violence (DFV) related
assault (3 years pooled data with 95% confidence intervals), NSW and Australia
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@ 4. NSW reporting rate, victims of Domestic and Family Violence related assault who
reported last incident to police (3 yr pooled data, 95% confidence intervals)
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Data Source: Crime victimisation survey

This report uses data from the Crime Victimisation Survey (CVS), conducted each financial
year by the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) since 2008/2009. The CVS is a component
of the Australian Multipurpose Household Survey. Respondents aged 15 years and over are
interviewed by phone about their experience of personal and household crimes in the 12
months prior to the interview. Demographic information and characteristics of the most
recent incident of each crime type is collected. The NSW CVS sample size has ranged from
5,110 in 2008/09 to 7,006 in 2012/13. In the 2022/23 survey there were 6,333 NSW
respondents. More detail: ABS.

The estimated rate of violent victimisation is based on the proportion of respondents who
report experiencing at least one of the following in the previous 12 months: physical assault,
face-to-face and non-face-to-face threatened assault, robbery and/or sexual assault.

The estimated rate of DFV assault victimisation is based on the proportion of respondents
who report experiencing at least one physical assault or face-to-face threatened assault by
an intimate partner or family member in the previous 12 months. Note, only victims of assault
where the most recent incident of assault was by an intimate partner or family member are
counted in the DFV assault victimisation rate. As such the DFV assault rate is an under-
estimate of the actual prevalence of DFV assault victimisation.

‘Intimate partner’ includes the respondent’s current spouse/partner, ex-spouse/ex-partner,
current boy/girlfriend, ex-boy/girlfriend or date. Reliable DFV assault rates by gender are not
available. Survey respondents who report experiencing DFV assault in the past 12 months are
also asked whether they reported the most recent incident to the police.

Analysis

Significant differences in prevalence rates are determined by calculating the 95% confidence
intervals of the differences between prevalence rates for different time periods.

Pooling Data to Improve Reliability: Data pooling is a statistical technique in which data from
multiple survey cycles are combined to produce more reliable estimates. This is useful for data
items with low frequency. Here, we show DFV assault victimisation prevalence estimates based
on pooled survey responses from three consecutive survey periods. The technique increases
the sample size on which individual estimates are based and correspondingly, each estimate is
more reliable. It also means the estimates for the pooled periods represent the average across
the three years of the pooled data. See the ABS for more information.

bocsar.nsw.gov.au
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https://www.abs.gov.au/methodologies/crime-victimisation-australia-methodology/2022-23
https://www.abs.gov.au/methodologies/crime-victimisation-australia-methodology/2022-23#data-pooling
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Data tables

Table 1. Estimated 12-month victimisation rate, victims of violence aged 15 years and over (with 95%
confidence intervals), by gender, NSW

Victimisation . RSE of Victimisation . RSE©f Victimisation . RSE©f
S At ! 'ra'te N victimisation  LCI Hcl 'ra'te 1N yictimisation  LCI Het V! 'ra'te 'O yictimisation LCI HCI
Bl It ? rate (95%) (95%) 7 rate (95%) (95%) ! rate (95%) (95%)
0 (%) o) (%) o) (%)
Female Male Persons

July 2008-June 2009 46 1.5 356 564 7.2 7.6 613 827 59 7.0 509 671
July 2009-June 2010 a7 9.7 381 559 5.0% 10.7 395  6.05 4.8% 6.7 417 543
July 2010-June 2011 5.0 10.3 399 601 5.7 7.8 483 657 53 5.7 471 589
July 2011-June 2012 46 8.4 384 536 6.4 7.3 548  7.32 55 49 497 603
July 2012-June 2013 3.5% 74 299 401 5.5n 9.4 449 651 4.5% 6.7 391 509
July 2013-June 2014 38 111 297 463 481 8.6 399 561 4.3n 7.8 364 496
July 2014-June 2015 331 7.8 280 3.80 4.4n 1.3 343 537 3.9 7.4 333 447
July 2015-June 2016 36 85 300 420 5.0 9.7 405 595 4.2n 5.8 372 468
July 2016-June 2017 3.9 7.6 332 448 4.61 8.9 380 5.40 4.3n 6.4 376 484

July 2017-June 2018 41 9.7 332 488 4.6 8.9 380 540 4.3 6.0 379 481
July 2018-June 2019 38 8.4 317 443 5.2 8.8 430 610 4.6 59 407 513
July 2019-June 2020 42 7.8 356 484 3.8% 9.6 308 452 41n 5.9 363 457
July 2020-June 2021 38 9.1 312 448 3.86n 10.0 3.06 454 3.81 7.0 328 432
July 2021-June 2022 331 10.4 263 397 3.9 10.4 311 469 351 6.8 303  3.97
July 2022-June 2023 3.41 8.8 281 3.99 3.0 10.7 237 363 3.24 5.8 2.84 356

*Difference in the victimisation rate between the selected reference period and the preceding reference period is statistically significant.
ADifference in the victimisation rate between the selected reference period and July 2008-June 2009 is statistically significant.

Tables 2 and 3 shows estimates for 13 rolling three-year pooled data periods starting with the 3 years from July
2008 to June 2011 through to the 3 years from July 2020 to June 2023. Note that the 3-year pooled estimates
overlap and cannot be treated as independent data points.

Table 2. Estimated victimisation rate, victims of domestic and family violence assault aged 15 years and
over (3 year pooled data with 95% confidence intervals), and population estimates, NSW

Estimate of persons aged

Victimisation rate (%) RSE of victimisation rate (%) LCI (95%) HCI (95%) 15 years and over, '000)
Jul 2008-Jun 2011 0.97 7.0 0.83 1.10 5690.5
Jul 2009-Jun 2012 0.99 53 0.89 1.09 5788.4
Jul 2010-Jun 2013 1.05 5.0 0.95 1.15 5858.9
Jul 2011-Jun 2014 1.09 6.3 0.95 1.22 5907.4
Jul 2012-Jun 2015 0.93 5.6 0.83 1.04 5966.9
Jul 2013-Jun 2016 0.92 6.7 0.80 1.04 6017.4
Jul 2014-Jun 2017 0.88*~ 5.6 0.78 0.97 6097.7
Jul 2015-Jun 2018 0.92 8.1 0.78 1.07 6178.9
Jul 2016-Jun 2019 0.91 9.5 0.74 1.08 6276.4
Jul 2017-Jun 2020 0.91 9.3 0.74 1.07 6368.1
Jul 2018-Jun 2021 0.88 9.7 0.72 1.05 6439.8
Jul 2019-Jun 2022 0.83 8.2 0.70 0.97 6458.4
Jul 2020-Jun 2023 0.77~ 9.4 0.63 0.91 6497.0

*Difference in the victimisation rate between the reference period and the preceding independent reference period is statistically significant.
~Difference in the victimisation rate between the reference period and the 3-year pooled period July 2011-June 2014 is statistically significant
(ie July 2014 June 2017 compared with July 2011-June 2014).

Source: Customised ABS data, 2024

bocsar.nsw.gov.au

Notes: RSE refers to Relative Standard Error; LCI (95%) and HCI (95%) refer to the lowest and highest parameters of the 4
95% confidence intervals; p.p. refers to percentage point difference; n.a. indicates the calculation was not applicable.
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Table 3. Estimated victimisation rate, victims of domestic and family violence assault aged 15 years and
over (3 year pooled data with 95% confidence intervals), and population estimates, Australia

. Victimisation . BSE.Of Total Persons aged 15
Survey Period rate (%) V|ct|m|s((e;:)|on rate LCI(95%) HCI (95%) years and over, '000)
Jul 2008-Jun 2011 1.02 3.8 0.94 1.10 17384.3
Jul 2009-Jun 2012 1.03 3.7 0.96 1.1 17758.7
Jul 2010-Jun 2013 114 3.8 1.06 1.23 18066.7
Jul 2011-Jun 2014 1.16* 3.5 1.08 1.24 18314.8
Jul 2012-Jun 2015 1.10 3.5 1.03 1.18 18539.1
Jul 2013-Jun 2016 1.1 3.3 1.04 1.18 18702.5
Jul 2014-Jun 2017 1.154 3.8 1.06 1.23 18933.0
Jul 2015-Jun 2018 114 3.6 1.06 1.22 19193.6
Jul 2016-Jun 2019 1.05 3.1 0.99 1.1 19513.1
Jul 2017-Jun 2020 1.00* 3.9 0.92 1.07 19836.6
Jul 2018-Jun 2021 0.96 4.3 0.88 1.05 20099.3
Jul 2019-Jun 2022 0.89 4.3 0.82 0.97 20279.4
Jul 2020-Jun 2023 0.82* 5.0 0.74 0.90 20518.8
*Diff(?rence in the victimisation rate between the reference period and the preceding independent reference period is statistically
significant.

AThe difference in the victimisation rate between NSW and Australia is statistically significant

Table 4. Proportion of victims of domestic and family violence assault reporting last incident of domestic and
family violence assault to police (3 yr pooled data with 95% confidence intervals), NSW

Proportion reporting  RSE of reporting rate LCI (95%) HCI (95%)

Survey Period

(%) (%)
July 2008-June 2011 52.0 8.3 43.54 60.46
July 2009-June 2012 56.7 7.3 48.59 64.81
July 2010-June 2013 56.2 7.4 48.05 64.35
July 2011-June 2014 52.7 8.3 44.13 61.27
July 2012-June 2015 47.0 9.2 38.52 55.48
July 2013-June 2016 44.5 7.7 37.78 51.22
July 2014-June 2017 46.0 8.7 38.16 53.84
July 2015-June 2018 52.7 9.2 43.20 62.20
July 2016-June 2019 55.6 8.5 46.34 64.86
July 2017-June 2020 54.2 6.8 46.98 61.42
July 2018-June 2021 55.9 8.3 46.81 64.99
July 2019-June 2022 52.8 1.3 41.11 64.49
July 2020-June 2023 53.9 11.3 41.96 65.84

Differences between each data point and the previous independent data point were not statistically significant.

bocsar.nsw.gov.au

Source: Customised ABS data, 2024

Notes: RSE refers to Relative Standard Error; LCI (95%) and HCI (95%) refer to the lowest and highest parameters of the
95% confidence intervals; p.p. refers to percentage point difference
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