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appearances involving a MERIT referral Figure 1 shows our estimates of the average costs and benefits in the two years
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+ $4,552 in avoided prison costs over two years, from those referred to
MERIT spending 22 fewer days in custody than those not referred to MERIT

+ $1,185 in avoided community corrections costs and $1,069 in avoided
victim costs, from those referred to MERIT committing 0.32 fewer
reoffences in the first year after referral compared to those not referred to
the program

+ $116 in additional ambulance and emergency department costs.

Comparing these benefits to the estimated cost of MERIT of $6,339, the
program results in a net present value of $887, equivalent to a return of
$1.14 per dollar spent on the program. These results are robust to choices of
discount rate and uncertainty in our statistical estimates.
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