Guidelines for access to and use of unit record file ROD data for researchers
1. About this Manual  
The NSW Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research’s Reoffending Database (ROD) contains finalised legal actions within the NSW Criminal Justice System (eg. criminal court appearances, juvenile cautions, youth justice conferences, custody entries and exits). Using a process of deterministic matching of personal identifiers these contacts are linked to individuals.  Extracts of unit record data from ROD are available for research purposes (not operational purposes) with approval. 

You should read these guidelines if you are considering entering into an agreement with the BOCSAR to obtain access to unit record file data from ROD. The conditions for access to ROD are strict but this is because ROD contains highly sensitive criminal history information on named individuals. The guidelines and requirements are designed to protect this information and ensure that data in ROD are only used for bona fide research purposes by suitably qualified persons who have been deemed Authorised Users.    

To assist users in formulating their request, BOCSAR have compiled three possible output formats for you to choose between.  These are described in detail in Appendix A. 
Information on the reliability of the matching process used by ROD can be found in the publication “Matching Court Records to Measure Re-offending” (Crime and Justice Bulletin 95, J. Hua and J. Fitzgerald (2006). The publication can be found on the BOCSAR website (www.bocsar.nsw.gov.au).   
2. Authorised Users  
An Authorised User of ROD is person who has met the requirements for access to unit record file data in ROD. Individuals wishing to become Authorised Users are required to sign the attached Deed of Access to ROD. The Deed of Access must be witnessed by the head of the relevant organisation (e.g. Head of School, Director of Research, CEO). 
3. Who is Eligible for Access to ROD?  
Access to ROD is at the discretion of the Executive Director of BOCSAR or, in his or her absence, the Director of BOCSAR. Following is a list of the types of users who may be considered for access to ROD.  
Users in Australia  
· Academics at an Australian University, Institute of Technology or TAFE;  
· Researchers attached to an Australian University, Institute of Technology or TAFE;  
· Masters or PhD students at an Australian University, Institute of Technology or TAFE; 
· Researchers employed by an Australian Commonwealth or State/Territory agency; 
· Researchers from community based organisations;  
· Researchers from consultancy firms;

· Researchers within statutory bodies whose primary business is research.  
Overseas Users  
· Academics at an overseas university;  
· Masters or PhD students at an overseas university;
· Researchers at overseas government agencies who intend to use the data for research purposes;  
· Overseas researchers who work at a private institution whose primary business is research and who intend to use the data for research purposes.  
4. Conditions of access to ROD

In order to obtain access to ROD, applicants must: 

· Complete the Deed of Access to ROD form attached to this document.
· Have their project and ROD data access approved by a properly constituted and NHMRC recognised Human Research Ethics Committee. The application must specifically mention and cover off the risks associated with the use of ROD data. Provide a copy of their Human Research Ethics Committee application and approval for the proposed research 
· Note any and all locations in which the data will be stored.
· Ensure that the ROD data are securely stored on a password protected computer for the duration of the project. The physical location of the computer must be provided; if it is stored on a laptop, USB drive, CD, DVD, or removable hard drive, the physical location where the laptop, drive or disc is usually held must be provided. Transporting copies of the datasets from one place to another should be kept to a minimum and may only be transported by an authorised user of that data.
· Destroy all ROD datasets on completion of the specified project. This includes deleting all electronic copies of the data from USB drives, CDs, DVDs, removable hard drives, laptop computers, computer servers, contained within email accounts as attachments and shredding any paper documents with unit record output. Written confirmation of the destruction is to be provided to BOCSAR on completion of the project. Users are responsible for the datasets they hold until this is done. If a user ceases to be employed by an organisation, they must relinquish their responsibilities for the dataset before they leave the organisation. If they wish to continue using the dataset at their new place of employment, they need to reapply for access to the dataset.
· Agree not to release unit record ROD data, either wholly or partially, to any unauthorised person or to make any copies of the ROD data for any purpose other than that specified in the Deed of Access. Not release any ROD data (aggregate or unit level) which has the capacity to identify any person who is the subject of a record in ROD. This includes data presented in aggregate form where cells are highly specific and have single counts
· Acknowledge BOCSAR as the source of the data in any publication or presentation using ROD data. The acknowledgement should take the following form: Source: NSW Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research: <insert BOCSAR reference code
 and year>. 

· Provide BOCSAR with an electronic copy of any and every research report, article or conference presentation at least a fortnight prior to publication/presentation. 
· Inform the Executive Director or Director of BOCSAR via bcsr@justice.nsw.gov.au:
· of any changes to your contact details ( e.g  phone numbers, address, email address and/or changes of employer);
· of any breaches of security;  
· of any changes to the expected time of completion of your research; 
· if you wish to use the dataset for a different research topic to that which was agreed to;
· if you lose the dataset; or 
· if you wish to relinquish responsibility for a dataset. 
5. Linking external datasets to ROD records

Identified individuals may be matched with individual records held on BOCSAR databases but only where the matching is done by BOCSAR or an independent third party such as the Centre for Health Record Linkage. Where approval for record linking is given, researchers will be provided with a de-identified unit record file.
Last name, first name, middle name/s, CNI and date of birth will allow for effective matching of individuals with ROD records. Matching on MIN, NSW Police H number (also known as charge number) and offence sequence number or JusticeLink proceeding number/case number are also possible and will return optimum matching results.
Please provide a CSV file and use these names/formats for the variables provided for matching:

· BIRTHDATE – must be formatted as DDMMMYYYY (eg 12AUG2022)   

· FIRST_NAME - Text (note middle names can be stored in first name field)
· MIDDLE_NAME - Text (note middle names can be stored in first name field)
· LAST_NAME – Text
· CNI - Numbers only
· MIN - Numbers only
· PoliceH/charge number – Numbers only
· Offence sequence number – Numbers only
· DJJPERSONID - Numbers only
· JusticeLink case number – yyyynnnnnnnn eg 202300004562

· JusticeLink proceeding number - yyyynnnnnnnnxxx eg 202300004562001
BOCSAR will provide identified data for linking with other datasets but only where the linking is done by an independent third party (e.g. the Centre for Health Record Linkage).

6. What data is included in ROD?

The reoffending database is built upon: 

· Local, District and Supreme Criminal Court data back to 1994 (Source: BOCSAR)

· Children’s Criminal Court data back to 1994 (Source: Juvenile Justice NSW to 2005, then BOCSAR) 

· Youth Justice Conferencing (YJC) data back to 1998 (Source: Juvenile Justice NSW) 

· Adult Custody data back to 2000 (Source: Corrective Services NSW)

· Juvenile Custody data back to 2000 (Source: Juvenile Justice NSW)

· Drug Court data back to 2000 (Source: Judicial Commission of NSW, updated quarterly)

· Young Offenders Act cautions back to 1998 and Young Offender Act warnings back to 2010 (Source: NSW Police)

· Death records back to 1995 (Source: NSW Registry of Births Deaths and Marriages, updated annually)

ROD is a relational database and is held in SAS format files.

A distinguishing feature of ROD is that every person in ROD has a unique identifier called MSPDI (master personal detail identifier), which is constructed in the ROD matching process.  

ROD is updated monthly. 
Note the MSPDI is revised with every ROD build so unique MSPDIs are not consistent across time.
7. Fees for access to ROD
The fee for access to ROD varies depending on the time required to complete the data-linking and/or data extraction. Programming time is charged at $500 (+. GST) for the first two hours of programming, plus $250 (+. GST) for additional hour (or part thereof) to complete the request.

Applicants for access to ROD data will be given an indicative fee once the data specification has been settled. Changes to data specifications following extraction of data are charged at the same rate as new extractions. 
ROD access fees apply to all applicants other than those from NSW State Government agencies.  No charge is applied to requests from other NSW State Government agencies.
8. Time standards for ROD requests

BOCSAR aims to complete all ROD data requests within 20 working days of receiving the completely specified request and all accompanying paperwork and documentation. 
Deed of access to ROD
 (Please read Guidelines for Access to ROD before completing this Application)

1.
APPLICANT(S)

	


2.
HOST INSTITUTION

	


3.
COMMISSIONING AGENCY & CONTACT INFO (if relevant) 

	


4.
TITLE OF RESEARCH

	



Have you previously done research in the area:
Yes


No 

If Yes, please provide details:

5.
AUTHORISED USERS and RESPONSIBILITIES

	Name of Authorised User
	Project Responsibility

Include a description of activities and whether the individual will control their own copy of the ROD dataset (to be subject to the conditions described in part 12 of this application).


	
	Eg. Principal Investigator



	
	Eg. Co-investigator/ research assistant


	
	Other


6.
AIM(S) OF RESEARCH

	


7.    RESEARCH STRATEGY

	


8.
POLICY RELEVANCE

	


9.
TYPE OF OUTPUT PLANNED (e.g. research report, journal article, conference presentation etc., Indicate if whether it is expected that result be made public.)
	


9.
ROD DATA SPECIFICATION – See Appendix A before completing 
10(a) Cohort description (describe in a way that can be operationalised for data extraction)

	


10(b) Nature of the unit/row in the unit record file (choose one format)
(  Finalised charges
( Finalised court appearances
( Proven court appearances
10(c) Appendix A describes the standard variable list associated with each format. Have you read and are you satisfied with this?
(  Yes, I understand the variables that will be provided with the data format I have chosen at 8(b)

10(d) Date range for data extract
	


10(e) Please describe any special requirements or inclusions not already mentioned?
	


11. CUSTODY DATA SPECIFICATION See Appendix B
Access to the subset of ROD that relates to adult custody episodes needs to be approved by Corrective Services.  To gain this approval please see information about the Corrective Services approval process
. 

11a Has Corrective Services approval been granted                   Yes   
         No          N/A   
	Approval No.:

Date of Approval: 

Please also provide copies of application and approval


11b Description of Custody data required
	


12.
HUMAN RESEARCH ETHICS COMMITTEE APPROVAL FOR THE PROJECT 

Has ethics approval has been sought/obtained for the project?
Yes

No

	HREC name: 

HREC registered with NHMRC
:
Approval No.:

Date of Approval: 

Please provide copies of ethics application and approval

	

	


13.
ACCESS TO DATA OR OTHER SUPPORT


Is the project contingent on support or the provision of access to data from another agency?


Yes

No

	If Yes, detail the additional data and provide written confirmation that access has been approved.


14.
EXPECTED TIMETABLE FOR COMPLETION OF PROPOSED RESEARCH

	Commencement Date:
	

	Commencing dates for each significant stage:
	

	Conclusion Date:
	


15.
AGREEMENT TO CONDITIONS OF ACCESS (Original signatures required. Please replicate if more than 4 proposed Authorised Users)
	Condition
	Authorised User 1’s Signature 
	Authorised User 2’s Signature
	Authorised User 3’s Signature
	Authorised User 4’s Signature

	I will ensure that the ROD data obtained for this project are securely stored on a password protected computer for the duration of the project. 

The physical location of the computer is:____________________________ _____________________________________________________________

If the dataset is stored on a laptop, USB drive, CD, DVD, or removable hard drive, the physical location/s where the laptop, drive or disc is usually held is:  

______________________________________________________________

I will ensure that transporting copies of the datasets will be kept to a minimum and will only be transported by an Authorised User of the dataset.


	
	
	
	

	I will ensure that all ROD unit record data, electronic (including stored on a laptop, USB drive, CD, DVD, or removable hard drive) and paper, obtained for this project are destroyed at the completion of the project. I will confirm this destruction in writing to BOCSAR.
	
	
	
	

	I will ensure that the ROD unit record data obtained for this project are not released to, shared with or viewed by any unauthorised person not named in this Deed of Access.
	
	
	
	

	I will ensure that no ROD data is released which has the capacity to identify any person who is subject of a record in ROD.
	
	
	
	

	I will ensure that BOCSAR is acknowledged as the source of the ROD data in any publication or presentation arising from this research.
	
	
	
	

	I will provide BOCSAR with an electronic copy of any and every research report, article or conference presentation using this data at least a fortnight prior to publication/presentation. 
	
	
	
	

	I will inform the Director or Deputy Director of BOCSAR immediately if there are any changes to the project including:

· my contact details (phone numbers, address, email address and/or changes of employer)
· any personnel changes among any applicants or investigators named in this Deed of Access
· any breaches of security of the dataset by myself or others
· wanting to use the dataset for a different research topic to that which was agreed to 
· changes to the expected time of completion of the research
· wanting to relinquish responsibility for the dataset, or
· if the dataset is lost. 


	
	
	
	


16.
PRINCIPAL AUTHORISED USER AND CONTACT POINT 


Please nominate a principal Authorised User for the project who will have primary responsibility for ensuring the conditions at 14 are met and who can serve as a contact for BOCSAR.

Name of the Principal Authorised User who will ensure that conditions of access are met
	Name of Principal Authorised User
	

	Signature of Principal Authorised User 
	

	Date:
	


17.
ENDORSEMENT OF RESEARCH (original signatures required)
	Name of Principal Investigator 
	

	Signature of Principal investigator 
	

	Date:
	

	Name of Head of School (CEO or Director of Research) 
	

	Signature of Head of School (CEO or Director of Research 
	

	Date: 
	


Authorised User Personal Details Form

Details for First Applicant
	Name in full (Prof / Dr / Mr / Ms)
	

	Status in Project

(Principal Researcher, Research Adviser, Research Assistant etc)
	

	Address for correspondence
	

	Contact Numbers
	Work:
	Mobile:

	Email
	

	Occupation / Appointment(s)
	

	Details of Employer
	Name:

	
	Address:




Details for Second Applicant

	Name in full (Prof / Dr / Mr / Ms)
	

	Status in Project

(Principal Researcher, Research Adviser, Research Assistant etc)
	

	Address for correspondence
	

	Contact Numbers
	Work:
	Mobile:

	Email
	

	Occupation / Appointment(s)
	

	Details of Employer
	Name:

	
	Address:




Details for Third Applicant

	Name in full (Prof / Dr / Mr / Ms)
	

	Status in Project

(Principal Researcher, Research Adviser, Research Assistant etc)
	

	Address for correspondence
	

	Contact Numbers
	Work:
	Mobile:

	Email
	

	Occupation / Appointment(s)
	

	Details of Employer
	Name:

	
	Address:




Details for Fourth Applicant

	Name in full (Prof / Dr / Mr / Ms)
	

	Status in Project

(Principal Researcher, Research Adviser, Research Assistant etc)
	

	Address for correspondence
	

	Contact Numbers
	Work:
	Mobile:

	Email
	

	Occupation / Appointment(s)
	

	Details of Employer
	Name:

	
	Address:




Contact Details  
For enquiries about access to the datasets  
Please contact Stephanie Ramsey
NSW Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research 
GPO Box 31  
Sydney, 2001  Australia  
Tel: +61 2 8346 1100
Fax: +61 2 8346 1298 
Email: bcsr@dcj.nsw.gov.au 
Website: www.bocsar.nsw.gov.au   
Appendix A – Suggested ROD variables for external researchers
Since the beginning of 2017 BOCSAR has provided external researchers with the option of receiving ROD data in one of three suggested formats.  This was done with the aim to making accessing ROD output:

· simpler to understand for the applicant

· better suited to applicant’s needs, and
· faster for BOCSAR to compile.  
The very detailed ‘Standard ROD request’ is still available on request – please contact BOCSAR for this if necessary.  
A guide to making a ROD request

Overview

This guide presents three possible ROD output formats which external researchers seeking offending data can choose between.  Researchers should consider the information below and determine whether they want their unit record data to reflect 1) proven court appearances
, 2) all court appearances including those with no proven offences or 3) individual finalised charges.  For convenience and clarity BOCSAR have developed a comprehensive list of variables related to each format which will cover most researcher’s needs.  In addition to the counting unit users also need to define their cohort (ie who you want offending data for), date ranges and, if relevant, any special areas of interest not otherwise covered.  

Define Your cohort

This is where you tell us who you need offending information for.  Do you have a list of individuals to match to ROD?  If so you will need to provide us with names (First name, middle name, family name in separate fields), dates of birth (ddmmyyyy) and any other identifying information such as CNI or MIN that we can match.  Maybe you have some specific inclusion criteria, for instance ‘juveniles receiving a control order in 2014’. Please define your cohort clearly and in a way that can be programmed to apply to ROD. Note that BOCSAR will not consider applications that request the whole database or a substantial subset. 
What criminal justice contacts do you want to consider

ROD contains a complete record of the following criminal contact types:
· finalised court appearances (since 1994); 
· juvenile cautions (since 1998 when this outcome commenced)
· youth justice conferences (since 1998 when this outcome commenced);  

Please choose which of these you are interested. Frequently researchers want all three.
What do you want each unit/row to represent in your unit record file?
There are three primary formats in which ROD output can be structured to show criminal contacts: Researchers must specify ONE of these which will then form the row unit in your unit record file. Note, since Option 3 can be filtered to get option 1 and 2 and Option 2 can be filtered to get Option 1 there is no need to get multiple formats.
1. Proven court appearances. This unit is the simplest for users and represents what BOCSAR considers offending in our research
.  Each row represents a finalised court appearance in which at least one offence was proven.  Even though more than one offence may be proven at a court appearance, in this output offence level information is only presented for the Principal Offence, which is the proven offence which received the most serious penalty in that court matter (thus, in the court’s view, the most serious offence that the defendant was found guilty of).  This format does not include information about non-proven charges or secondary proven charges. A benefit though is that users can simply sum the proven contacts to produce a count of priors without needing to consider outcome data or apply other processes. 
2. Finalised court appearances. This unit is similar to (1) but contains all court appearances including those where no offence is proven.  Non-proven court appearances include those where the defendant is found not guilty and where all charges are withdrawn; these are not typically considered to be incidents of offending.  For this format, offence information is provided on the Principal Offence where one exists (described above) and the Most Serious Offence.  Calculating the Most Serious Offence is a way of assigning a single offence type to a court appearance where no offence is necessarily proven
. 
3. Finalised charges/offences.  This format provides the most detailed data but requires the most post-processing and understanding by users.  In this format each row represents a finalised charge (or offence).  These charges may be proven, dismissed, withdrawn or receive other outcomes. Users must be aware that it is typical for multiple charges to be adjudicated at a single court appearance and that these charges may or may not be interconnected.  Users will need to decide how to treat individual charges in their counting.  For instance, the user will likely need to use the charge outcome data (to show which charges were proven) and court appearance case numbers to bundle charges into court appearances.  This format is most useful where researchers are looking for particular and specific occurrences in a person’s history.  For instance, has an offender ever been charged with driving while disqualified? 
What output variables are available
BOCSAR has complied a standard list of variables for each of the three unit record file formats.  They differ slightly across formats and are described in Table 1 below.  For ease of computation at BOCSAR and to save users the trouble of defining their output all relevant variables will be provided 
What file types are available

Unit record file data can be provided in a range of file types. Unless otherwise requested, SAS files will be provided.
Other issues to consider when counting offending and reoffending
1. You should consider offence dates as well as court finalisation dates when determining patterns of offending as they are not always sequential

2. Many offences are influenced by police activity. In particular breaches of custodial, community-based and violence orders frequently reflect law enforcement.  For this reason BOCSAR generally excludes these matters from reoffending calculations.

3. Consideration may also need to be given to the time taken to finalise a matter in court. Of offences that are dealt with in court, approximately 50 per cent are finalised within 3 months of an offence taking place; three-quarters are finalised within 6 months. The time taken to process an offence is associated with the seriousness of the offence and the jurisdiction where the matter is dealt with.
4. Time spent in custody reduces a person’s opportunity to offend.  BOCSAR generally makes an adjustment for ‘free time’ when measuring reoffending based on custody entry and exit dates.
5.  ROD data includes data on finalised court appearances from 1994, and police cautions and youth justice conferences from 1998. As such, we can only be confident of having a relatively complete record of criminal history for those born in 1984 onwards (with the exception of history outside NSW and some missing links). For this reason it is advisable to restrict the measurement of priors to a specified time frame, e.g., 5 years or 10 years.
6. In the case of court appearances, an offence may be proven (through a guilty plea or guilty verdict) but not necessarily result in a conviction. For example, a good behaviour bond without conviction may be imposed under Section 10 of the NSW Crimes (Sentencing Procedure) Act. There are variables in the suggested output that show which offences are proven and which result in a conviction.
Table 1. Description of ROD variables available for each of the three unit record file formats
	
	
	
	Data formats available

X indicates that the variable is available for that format

	 
	Variable
	Description
	Finalised charges
	Finalised Court appearances
	Proven Court appearances

	Person/case identifiers
	mspdi
	ROD person identifier
	X
	X
	X

	
	case_number
	Court appearance/case reference number
	X
	X
	X

	
	policeH
	Police charge number
	X
	
	

	
	offseqno
	Police offence sequence number within police charge number (PoliceH)
	X
	
	

	 
	finalisation_date
	Finalisation date of contact (court appearance/YJC/ caution)
	X
	X
	X

	Demographic variables
	gender
	Gender  (Female, Male, Unknown)
	X
	X
	X

	
	age
	Age at finalisation
	X
	X
	X

	
	dob
	Date of birth - with day set to 1st of the month for all persons
	X
	X
	X

	
	dod
	Date of death - with day set to 1st of the month
	X
	X
	X

	
	Indigenous
	 Indigenous status as recorded by NSW Police for this contact (Indigenous, Non-Indigenous, Unknown)
	X
	X
	X

	
	Indigenous_ever_recorded 
	Indigenous status as recorded by NSW Police for any contact (Indigenous, Non-Indigenous, Unknown)
	X
	X
	X

	
	suburb
	Residential suburb at contact
	X
	X
	X

	
	postcode
	Residential postcode at contact
	X
	X
	X

	
	lga
	Local government area at contact derived from residential postcode
	X
	X
	X

	
	sa4
	Statistical area level 4 (SA4) at contact
	X
	X
	X

	
	seifa
	SEIFA (Socio-Economic Indexes for Areas, 2011, ABS) index of disadvantage for offender’s 
	X
	X
	X

	
	
	postcode (low values = more disadvantage)
	
	
	

	
	seifa_q
	Quartile of SEIFA index of disadvantage for offender’s postcode (1=most disadvantaged, 4=least disadvantaged)
	X
	X
	X

	
	seifa_pct
	Percentile of SEIFA index of disadvantage for offender’s postcode  (low values = more disadvantage)
	X
	X
	X

	 
	aria_mean
	 Mean ARIA  Remoteness Index of Australia (2001, ABS, thresholded) for offender’s residential postcode
	X
	X
	X

	
	RemotenessArea
	ABS remoteness area (2011) for offender’s residential postcode (Major cities, Inner regional, Outer regional, Remote, Very remote)
	X
	X
	X

	Court/contact details
	jd
	 Jurisdiction finalising contact (Children’s Court, Local Court, District Court, Supreme Court, Drug Court, Youth Justice Conference, Police caution )
	X
	X
	X

	
	CourtDescription
	Name of the court where the matter was finalised, blank if non-court
	X
	X
	X

	
	court_app_caution_yjc
	Whether current matter is court appearance, caution or YJC
	X
	X
	

	
	police_court_referral
	Source of referral for conference (Court, Police)
	X
	X
	X

	
	legrep
	Whether legally represented (Represented, Not represented, blank if non-court)
	X
	X
	X

	
	bail
	 Bail status at finalisation (Bail dispensed with, On bail, Bail refused (+ warrants pre 2010), In custody for a prior offence, Warrant executed - Police custody (2010 +), blank if non-court)
	X
	X
	X

	
	earliest_first_appearance_date
	Earliest of the first appearance dates for the charges finalised at the court appearance
	X
	X
	X

	
	provenoff
	 Summary of proven offences at court appearance (No offences proven, Some offences proven, All offences proven, blank if non-court)
	X
	X
	X

	
	convict
	 Whether guilty of at least one offence and whether there is at least one conviction (Not guilty of any offence, Guilty without conviction, Guilty with at least one conviction, blank if non-court)
	X
	X
	X

	
	disposal_outcome
	Detailed court disposal outcome, e.g. Defended hearing: Guilty of at least one charge, Defended hearing: Not guilty of all charges, Sentenced by the lower courts after a guilty plea, Convicted ex parte, etc
	X
	X
	X

	
	AggSentenceTotalTerm
	Total term of the aggregate sentence in months, derived from the earliest commencement date and the latest expiry date across all prison penalties imposed in the case
	X
	X
	X

	
	AggSentenceNpp
	Non-parole period of the aggregate sentence in months, derived from the earliest commencement date and the latest non-parole period expiry date across all prison penalties imposed in the case. Where all penalties are fixed terms, this will be missing.
	X
	X
	X

	 
	num_proven_concurr
	Number of proven concurrent offences at contact (including principal offence)
	X
	X
	X

	Principal offence at contact
	principal_offence
	Is this charge the Principal Offence? (Yes, No)
	X
	
	

	
	po_charge_offence_no
	 ROD identifier of principal offence or most serious unproven offence
	
	X
	X

	
	po_offence_date
	Offence date of principal offence
	
	X
	X

	
	po_charge_date
	Charge date for principal offence
	
	X
	X

	
	po_first_appearanc
	First court appearance date for principal offence
	
	X
	X

	
	e_date
	
	
	
	

	
	po_anzsoc
	 Australian and New Zealand Standard Offence Classification (ANZSOC, ABS) group of principal offence at contact
	
	X
	X

	
	po_msr
	 Seriousness index (Median Sentence Ranking) of principal offence at contact
	
	X
	X

	
	po_lawpart
	Lawpart code of the principal offence at contact
	
	X
	X

	
	po_dv
	Whether lawpart indicates offence was Domestic Violence related
	
	X
	X

	
	po_pca_range
	If applicable (ANZSOC 0411, 0412, 1431), Prescribed Content of Alcohol (PCA) range for drink driving offences (1 = low, 2 = medium, 3 = high, 4 = special)
	
	X
	X

	
	po_drug_type
	Drug type of principal offence if relevant 
	
	X
	X

	
	po_counts
	Number of counts of principal offence at contact
	
	X
	X

	
	po_outcome
	Charge level outcome of principal offence (Guilty, Not guilty, Dismissed, Withdrawn, Mental health dismissal, Otherwise disposed of, Unknown, blank if non-court)
	
	X
	X

	
	po_Plea
	If a court appearance, plea to the principal offence (Guilty, Not guilty, No plea entered / other)
	
	X
	X

	
	po_penalty_code
	Code for type of penalty for principal offence (if court appearance)
	
	X
	X

	
	po_penalty_type
	Type of penalty for principal offence (if court appearance)
	
	X
	X

	
	po_penalty_val
	Value of penalty for principal offence
	
	X
	X

	
	po_penalty_unit
	Unit of the penalty for principal offence
	
	X
	X

	 
	 po_penalty_tot_val
	 Duration of total term of the penalty for principal offence if a prison sentence where a non-parole period has been set
	
	X
	X

	Most serious offence finalised at contact
	mso_ charge_offence_no
	ROD identifier of most serious offence
	
	X
	

	(use MSR on all finalised charges - don't prioritise proven charges)
	mso_offence_date
	Offence date of most serious offence
	 
	X
	

	
	mso_charge_date
	Charge date of most serious offence
	
	X
	

	
	mso_first_appearance_date
	First court appearance date for most serious offence
	
	X
	

	
	mso_anzsoc
	 Australian and New Zealand Standard Offence Classification (ANZSOC, 2011, ABS) group of most serious offence at contact
	
	X
	

	
	mso_msr
	Seriousness index (Median Sentence Ranking) of most serious offence at contact
	
	X
	

	
	mso_lawpart
	Lawpart code of the most serious offence at contact
	
	X
	

	
	mso_dv
	Whether lawpart indicates offence was Domestic Violence related
	
	X
	

	
	mso_pca_range
	If applicable (ANZSOC 0411, 0412, 1431), Prescribed Content of Alcohol (PCA) range for drink driving offences (1 = low, 2 = medium, 3 = high, 4 = special)
	
	X
	

	
	mso_drug_type
	Drug type of most serious offence if relevant 
	
	X
	

	
	mso_counts
	Number of counts of most serious offence at contact
	
	X
	

	
	mso_outcome
	Charge level outcome of most serious offence: Guilty, Not guilty, Dismissed, Withdrawn, Mental health dismissal, Otherwise disposed of, Unknown, blank if non-court
	
	X
	

	
	mso_Plea
	 If a court appearance, plea to the most serious offence at the index appearance (Guilty, Not guilty, No plea entered / other)
	
	X
	

	
	mso_penalty_code
	Code for type of penalty for most serious offence (if court appearance)
	
	X
	

	
	mso_penalty_type
	Type of penalty for most serious offence (if court appearance)
	
	X
	

	
	mso_penalty_val
	Value of penalty for most serious offence at contact 
	
	X
	

	
	mso_penalty_unit
	Unit of penalty for most serious offence
	
	X
	

	 
	 mso_penalty_tot_val
	Duration of total term of the penalty for most serious offence if a prison sentence where a non-parole period has been set
	 
	X
	

	Detailed charge information
	offence_date
	Offence date
	X
	 
	 

	
	charge_offence_no
	 ROD identifier of offence/charge
	X
	
	

	
	charge_date
	Charge date
	X
	
	

	
	first_appearance_date
	First court appearance date for charge/ offence
	X
	
	

	
	anzsoc
	ANZSOC group of charge
	X
	
	

	
	most_serious_offence
	Is this charge the most serious offence? ( yes/no)
	X
	
	

	
	msr
	Seriousness index (Median Sentence Ranking) of charge
	X
	
	

	
	lawpart
	Lawpart code of the charge
	X
	
	

	
	dv
	Whether lawpart indicates offence was Domestic violence related (Yes, No)
	X
	
	

	
	pca_range
	If applicable (ANZSOC 0411, 0412, 1431), Prescribed Content of Alcohol (PCA) range for drink driving offences (1 = low, 2 = medium, 3 = high, 4 = special)
	X
	
	

	
	drug_type
	Drug type of charge/ offence if relevant 
	X
	
	

	
	counts
	 Number of counts of charge/ offence at contact, missing if non-court
	X
	
	

	
	outcome
	 Charge level outcome of charge: Guilty, Not guilty, Dismissed, Withdrawn, Mental health dismissal, Otherwise disposed of, Unknown, blank if non-court
	X
	
	

	
	plea
	If a court appearance, plea to the charge at the index appearance (Guilty, Not guilty, No plea entered / other)
	X
	
	

	
	MERIT
	Adjourned to MERIT (Magistrate Early Referral Into Treatment, a Local Court program) (Y = yes, N = no, missing if non-court)
	X
	
	

	
	penalty_code
	If a court appearance, plea to the charge at the index appearance (Guilty, Not guilty, No plea entered / other)
	X
	
	

	
	penalty_val
	Penalty value
	X
	
	

	
	penalty_type
	Type of penalty received for charge (if court appearance)
	X
	
	

	
	penalty_unit
	Unit of the penalty 
	X
	
	

	 
	 penalty_tot_val
	The duration of total term of the penalty if a prison sentence where a non-parole period has been set
	X
	 
	 

	Number of proven offences
	num_proven_hom
	Number of proven homicide or related offences (defined as offences under ANZSOC 01)
	
	X
	X

	
	num_proven_actsinj
	Number of proven acts intended to cause injury (defined as offences under ANZSOC 02)
	
	X
	X

	
	num_proven_assault
	Number of proven assault offences (defined as offences under ANZSOC 021)
	
	X
	X

	
	num_proven_serassault
	Number of proven serious assault offences (defined as offences under ANZSOC 0211, 0212)
	
	X
	X

	
	num_proven_sexassrel
	Number of proven sexual assault and related offences (defined as offences under ANZSOC 03)
	
	X
	X

	
	num_proven_sexassault
	Number of proven sexual assault offences (defined as offences under ANZSOC 0311, 0312)
	
	X
	X

	
	num_proven_dangneg
	Number of proven dangerous or negligent acts endangering persons (defined as offences under ANZSOC 04)
	
	X
	X

	
	num_proven_abdhar
	Number of proven abduction, harassment and other offences against the person (defined as offences under ANZSOC 05)
	
	X
	X

	
	num_proven_robre
	Number of proven robbery, extortion or related 
	
	X
	X

	
	l
	offences (defined as offences under ANZSOC 06)
	
	
	

	
	num_proven_rob
	Number of proven robbery offences (defined as offences under ANZSOC 0611, 0612)
	
	X
	X

	
	num_proven_brent
	Number of proven unlawful entry with intent/burglary, break and enter (defined as offences under ANZSOC 07)
	
	X
	X

	
	num_proven_theft
	Number of proven theft offences or related (defined as offences under ANZSOC 08)
	
	X
	X

	
	num_proven_fraud
	Number of proven fraud offences or related (defined as offences under ANZSOC 09)
	
	X
	X

	
	num_proven_drug
	Number of proven drug offences (defined as offences under ANZSOC 10)
	
	X
	X

	
	num_proven_weap
	Number of proven weapons or explosives offences (defined as offences under ANZSOC 11)
	
	X
	X

	
	num_proven_propdam
	Number of proven property damage or environmental pollution offences (defined as offences under ANZSOC 12)
	
	X
	X

	
	num_proven_pubord
	Number of proven public order offences (defined as offences under ANZSOC 13)
	
	X
	X

	
	num_proven_traff
	Number of proven traffic offences (defined as offences under ANZSOC 14)
	
	X
	X

	
	num_proven_drive
	Number of proven offences of driving while licence disqualified or suspended (defined as offences under ANZSOC 1411)
	
	X
	X

	
	num_proven_pca
	Number of proven PCA offences (defined as offences under ANZSOC 0411 or 1431)
	
	X
	X

	
	num_proven_just
	Number of proven offences against justice procedures (defined as offences under ANZSOC 15)
	
	X
	X

	
	num_proven_brcust
	Number of proven breach of custodial order offences (defined as offences under ANZSOC 151)
	
	X
	X

	
	num_proven_brcomm
	Number of proven breach of community order offences (defined as offences under ANZSOC 152)
	
	X
	X

	
	num_proven_brviol
	Number of proven breach of violence order offences (defined as offences under ANZSOC 153)
	
	X
	X

	
	num_proven_brADVO
	Number of proven breach of ADVO offences (defined as offences under ANZSOC 1531)
	
	X
	X

	
	num_proven_strindict
	Number of proven strictly indictable offences
	
	X
	X

	
	num_proven_indict
	Number of proven indictable offences
	
	X
	X

	
	num_proven_dvflag
	Number of proven offences that are DV-flagged
	
	X
	X

	
	num_proven_DVassault
	Number of proven DV assault offences
	
	X
	X

	Total number of offences
	num_all_hom
	Number of proven & unproven homicide or related offences (defined as offences under ANZSOC 01)
	
	X
	X

	
	num_all_actsinj
	Number of proven & unproven acts intended to cause injury (defined as offences under ANZSOC 02)
	
	X
	X

	
	num_all_assault
	Number of proven & unproven assault offences (defined as offences under ANZSOC 021)
	
	X
	X

	
	num_all_serassault
	Number of proven & unproven serious assault offences (defined as offences under ANZSOC 0211, 0212)
	
	X
	X

	
	num_all_sexassrel
	Number of proven & unproven sexual assault and related offences (defined as offences under ANZSOC 03)
	
	X
	X

	
	num_all_sexassault
	Number of proven & unproven sexual assault offences (defined as offences under ANZSOC 0311, 0312)
	
	X
	X

	
	num_all_dangneg
	Number of proven & unproven dangerous or 
	
	
	

	
	
	negligent acts endangering persons (defined as offences under ANZSOC 04)
	
	X
	X

	
	num_all_abdhar
	Number of proven & unproven abduction, harassment and other offences against the person (defined as offences under ANZSOC 05)
	
	X
	X

	
	num_all_robrel
	Number of proven & unproven robbery, extortion or related offences (defined as offences under ANZSOC 06)
	
	X
	X

	
	num_all_rob
	Number of proven & unproven robbery offences (defined as offences under ANZSOC 0611, 0612)
	
	X
	X

	
	num_all_brent
	Number of proven & unproven unlawful entry with intent/burglary, break and enter (defined as offences under ANZSOC 07)
	
	X
	X

	
	num_all_theft
	Number of proven & unproven theft offences or related (defined as offences under ANZSOC 08)
	
	X
	X

	
	num_all_fraud
	Number of proven & unproven fraud offences or related (defined as offences under ANZSOC 09)
	
	X
	X

	
	num_all_drug
	Number of proven & unproven drug offences (defined as offences under ANZSOC 10)
	
	X
	X

	
	num_all_weap
	Number of proven & unproven weapons or explosives offences (defined as offences under ANZSOC 11)
	
	X
	X

	
	num_all_propdam
	Number of proven & unproven property damage or environmental pollution offences (defined as offences under ANZSOC 12)
	
	X
	X

	
	num_all_pubord
	Number of proven & unproven public order offences (defined as offences under ANZSOC 13)
	
	X
	X

	
	num_all_traff
	Number of proven & unproven traffic offences (defined as offences under ANZSOC 14)
	
	X
	X

	
	num_all_drive
	Number of proven & unproven offences of driving while licence disqualified or suspended (defined as offences under ANZSOC 1411)
	
	X
	X

	
	num_all_pca
	Number of PCA proven & unproven offences (defined as offences under ANZSOC 0411 or 1431)
	
	X
	X

	
	num_all_just
	Number of proven & unproven offences against justice procedures (defined as offences under ANZSOC 15)
	
	X
	X

	
	num_all_brcust
	Number of proven & unproven breach of custodial order offences (defined as offences under ANZSOC 151)
	
	X
	X

	
	num_all_brcomm
	Number of proven & unproven breach of community order offences (defined as offences under ANZSOC 152)
	
	X
	X

	
	num_all_brviol
	Number of proven & unproven breach of violence order offences (defined as offences under ANZSOC 153)
	
	X
	X

	
	num_all_brADVO
	Number of proven & unproven breach of ADVO offences (defined as offences under ANZSOC 1531)
	
	X
	X

	
	num_all_strindict
	Number of proven & unproven strictly indictable offences
	
	X
	X

	
	num_all_indict
	Number of proven & unproven indictable offences
	
	X
	X

	
	num_all_dvflag
	Number of proven & unproven offences that are DV-flagged
	
	X
	X

	
	num_all_DVassault
	Number of proven & unproven assault offences that are DV-flagged
	
	X
	X


Appendix B – Custody variables in ROD
Corrective Services NSW and Juvenile Justice NSW provide a number of variables to BOCSAR for inclusion in ROD, principally so that we can adjust for time in custody when measuring reoffending.  External researchers who wish to access the Corrective Services data in ROD require independent approval from the Corrective Services Ethics Committee in order for us to provide that material.  See here for information about how to apply: 

The approval for adult custody data must be received prior to submitting this application to BOCSAR.  

Access to the Juvenile Justice NSW custody data in ROD does not require special permission beyond what is required for regular ROD data in this application.  
Custody Data variables
	Variable
	Description

	mspdi
	ROD person identifier

	CustodyEpisodeID
	Custody episode ID (ROD custody episode identifier)

	ReceptionDate
	Date person received into Juvenile Justice custody or a gazetted correctional centre

	DataSource
	Adult or Juvenile custody

	LegalStatusReception
	Legal status at reception if recorded (sentenced, remand). Juvenile custody records split remand into Police bail refused and Court bail refused.

	ConvictionDate
	Conviction Date (if recorded) – the date on which the custodial sentence was imposed by the court

	DischargeDate
	Date discharged from custody

	DischargeType
	Discharge type (bail, parole, sentence expired, other)

	LegalStatusDischarge
	Legal status at discharge if recorded (sentenced, remand)


Adult results from the Level of Service Inventory-Revised (LSI-R)
	Variable
	Description

	mspdi
	ROD person identifier

	lsir_date
	Date of LSI-R assessment

	lsir_riskcat
	LSI-R risk category: low, low-medium, medium, medium-high, high

	lsir_score
	Score, from 0 to 54

	lsir_dom1
	Criminal history (0-10)

	lsir_dom2
	Education/ employment (0-10)

	lsir_dom3
	Financial (0-2)

	lsir_dom4
	Family/ marital (0-4)

	lsir_dom5
	Accommodation (0-3)

	lsir_dom6
	Leisure/ recreation (0-2)

	lsir_dom7
	Companions (0-4)

	lsir_dom8
	Alcohol/ drugs (0-9)

	lsir_dom9
	Emotional/ personal (0-5)

	lsir_dom10
	Attitudes/ orientation (0-4)


Note: The usefulness of LSI-R data will depend on how complete the data are for the cohort/sample of interest. It should be kept in mind that those who have LSI-R assessment data available may not be representative of the sample of interest. There could be a bias towards those who have more extensive histories and/or those who have re-offended
� The BOCSAR reference code allows us to retrieve the computer program that generated the data. It normally takes the form of the letters ‘rod’ followed by a six digit number, followed by two lower case letters (the initials of the programmer). An example would be: rod1210627mr. This code will appear in any correspondence sent by BOCSAR concerning the dataset. 





�	Only those persons whose detailed are listed at (5) below will be regarded as Authorised Users. Indicate Prof./Dr./Mr./Ms - name in full, surname last. Personal Particulars Form and a c.v. of no more than 2 A4 pages for each Applicant to be attached.


�	Relates to the institution conducting/supervising the proposed research.  We expect that the Authorised Analyst/s will represent the Host Institution. Consent to the Conduct of Proposed Research by or on behalf of the Head of the Centre or Institution is required. Prove name and address of host institution.


�	If the Host Institution has been commissioned by a separate agency/department/community organisation please record the commissioning details here, with contact information for a relevant officer. n


� ‘Title of Research’ here must align with the title on associated ethics applications and approvals. 


�	Principal Researcher with day-to-day responsibility for the entire project; Research Assistant; Research Adviser; etc. Please insert additional rows and responsibilities to suit. If Research Assistants are not yet appointed please state this.


� Summarise the aims of the research (no more than 100 words).


� Explain how the analysis of ROD data will meet the aims of the research (i.e. what is the research design).


�	Policy relevance may arise out of the following questions:  �(a)	Does the proposal contribute to knowledge of crime trends which could be used for planning and resource 	allocation by government agencies?


(b)	Does the proposal examine an under-researched topic?


(c)	Is the topic of relevance to a current or emerging serious criminal justice issue?


(d)	Will the findings be of benefit in developing new policies or procedures for dealing with the crime problem in question?


(e)	Will the findings be of benefit in devising crime reduction strategies?


(f)		Will the findings assist in developing police policies or practices?


(g)	Will the findings be of benefit in devising legislative reform proposals?


(h)	Will the findings support and assist in the development of existing work by government agencies?


(i)		Will the findings inform training activities for criminal justice personnel?


(j)		Will the findings assist victim support activities or services?


(k) 	Will the findings assist in offender support activities or services?


(l) 	Will the findings contribute to statistical data holdings?


� � HYPERLINK "https://correctiveservices.dcj.nsw.gov.au/csnsw-home/resources/research-and-reports/corrections-research-evaluation-and-statistics/corrective-services-ethics-committee.html" ��https://correctiveservices.dcj.nsw.gov.au/csnsw-home/resources/research-and-reports/corrections-research-evaluation-and-statistics/corrective-services-ethics-committee.html�


� The National health and Medical Research Council maintains a register of Human Research Ethics Committees that have notified the NHMRC of their existence and declared that they meet the National Statement on Ethical Conduct in Human Research. https://www.nhmrc.gov.au/research-policy/ethics/human-research-ethics-committees


�	Personal Details Form for each authorised user applicant together with a c.v. of no more than 2 A4 pages (double sided) to be attached (c.v. should cover qualifications and main publications).


� Almost always, the description ‘Court appearance’ is shorthand for a criminal finalisation and can also include juvenile cautions and youth justice conferences .


� Note, however, there is no one universal definition of offending or reoffending.


� Based on the general pattern of sentencing for offences categorised by ANZSOC, See MacKinnell, I., Poletti, P. & Holmes. M, Measuring Offence Seriousness Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research, CJB 142, http://www.bocsar.nsw.gov.au/Documents/CJB/cjb142.pdf


� Breaches of court orders are also recorded as a new action on the original offence record. Consequently, the offence date on the breach record is that of the offence which led to the original court order, rather than the actual date the order was breached. 





